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This newsletter's primary audience is current Idaho and Utah dairy farmers. Please share with family members and

farm employees. Reach out to Lacey Papageorge to receive this directly to your inbox.

A Message from Steve 

A Season of Gratitude and Growth

As we enter this season of gratitude, I want to take a moment to thank you, our dairy farm
families, for the dedication and passion you bring to this industry every day. 

The past few weeks have been meaningful ones for Dairy West. At our annual meeting, we saw
the power of collaboration on full display. The sense of community, the thoughtful discussions
and the shared optimism for the future all reaffirmed the strength of unity that defines our
region. Just days earlier, the Dairy West Board and the Dairy Commission Boards from Oregon
and Washington took action to formalize the partnership that will expand Dairy West to a four-
state region on January 1, 2026. 

Bringing together Idaho, Utah, Oregon and Washington allows us to deliver greater value, scale
successful programs and amplify the collective voice of our producers. This milestone
represents the culmination of steady collaboration and shared vision among producers across
the West. 

As we look ahead to 2026 and beyond, I’m grateful for the people who make this work
possible; for your leadership, partnership and belief in the future of dairy. I hope you and your
families enjoy a wonderful Thanksgiving filled with gratitude and connection. 

 

Outlook

Dairy West Checkoff Updates November 2025

From Lacey Papageorge <lpapageorge@dairywest.com>

Date Wed 11/12/2025 8:28 AM

To Jessica Schmitt <jschmitt@dairywest.com>
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Steve Seppi
CEO, Dairy West

Farmer Updates

Another Successful Annual Meeting 

The 2025 Annual Meeting brought together dairy farmers, sponsors, exhibitors, speakers and
guests for two incredible days of learning, connection and celebration. The event reflected the
collective energy and commitment that drive progress for dairy across the region.

The December e-newsletter will feature a full recap of the annual meeting, including award
winners and other highlights. In the meantime, you're invited to learn more about the honorees
and watch their videos on the Dairy West website.

View and download photos from the event here. 

Dairy West Offers AEDs at Half Cost to Dairy
Farmers

A cardiac emergency can happen in a heartbeat. Having an
Automated External Defibrillator (AED) nearby and people who know
how to use it can turn that moment into a second chance at life.

To strengthen farm safety and protect the people who make dairy farming possible, Dairy West
is offering AEDs at half price to dairymen in Idaho and Utah. Each licensed dairy is eligible for
one AED per permit.

In Idaho and Utah, most dairies are family owned and operated, supported by hardworking
teams who care deeply for their animals, land and communities. By equipping farms with life-
saving devices, Dairy West aims to help every dairy be ready when seconds matter most.

The University of Idaho is partnering on this effort by providing educational support to expand
CPR and emergency response training for dairy workers, ensuring farms are not only equipped
but also prepared.

Complete this form to secure an AED for your farm. Payment for your portion (50% of total
cost) will be collected securely by credit card when completing the registration.

For questions, contact Bryce Chambers, Dairy West's director of industry relations, at (435)
994-4201.
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Dairy Convention: Register Today! 

Start the new year with inspiration and connection at the 2026 Dairy Convention, January 7–8
in Provo, Utah.

This year’s keynote speaker, Captain Charlie Plumb, a U.S. naval aviator and former prisoner of
war in Vietnam, will share his remarkable story of courage, resilience and leadership. His
message is sure to leave you inspired and ready to tackle the year ahead.

Co-hosted by Dairy West and the Dairy Producers of Utah, the convention will feature valuable
updates and discussions shaping the future of our dairy community, including:

On-farm safety
Reports and updates from DPU and Dairy West
A look at Dairy West’s future direction

For the full agenda, click here. 

Attendees will also enjoy plenty of time to connect with fellow farmers, exchange ideas and
unwind at the always-popular ice cream social.

Register by December 12 to receive a $150 gift card, and don’t forget to book your room using
the exclusive room block by the same date.

Register here!

Retail

Eggnog French Toast, Festive Flavor & Local Dairy Goodness

This holiday season, Dairy West is teaming up with Franz and Meadow Gold to celebrate locally
made dairy favorites such as eggnog, butter and whipped cream through a festive holiday
French toast sampling campaign. Shoppers will enjoy samples in Walmart stores across Utah
and Albertsons stores in Idaho, inspiring them to bring more dairy to their holiday tables.

Sampling is one of the most effective ways to create new demand for dairy, helping consumers
experience the taste, quality and versatility of real dairy products firsthand. These events often
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lead to increased sales and repeat purchases, keeping dairy top of mind during key shopping
seasons.

Thanks to the investment and support of our dairy farmers, Dairy West can continue building
retail partnerships and bringing impactful in-store experiences to life, helping drive long-term
sales growth and dairy consumption.

Check out the eggnog French toast recipe for yourself!

Insights Corner

Dairy15 Delivers Strong Gains: Drivers of Absolute Growth
April 2024–25 vs. April 2023–24 Data

Dairy15 reports include dollar sales information on 15 categories of dairy products, with deeper
dives into flavor, label claim and brand trends.

Dairy15 Sales Growth: Sales climbed 4.7% (+$4.3B), led by natural cheese and milk, which
now make up 41% of total dairy sales.

Health Label Claim Drivers: Eight of the 15 growth drivers are health-focused claims. Kosher,
100% natural, sugar and protein claims are fueling the biggest gains.

Flavor Drivers: Plain still leads, but within “all other (flavor),” sweet, herb & spice, root beer
and tea flavors are rising stars.

Brand Drivers: Private label, Chobani and Fairlife are the three brands leading absolute
growth.

Source: Circana Drivers of Dairy15 Renaissance
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School Nutrition & Health Promotions

Celebrating Farm to School Month

Dairy West joined Heber Valley Elementary and partners to celebrate National Farm to School
Month with a day full of dairy, discovery and fun.

Kindergarten students toured Canyon View Farms with dairyman Russ Kohler, learning how milk
becomes cheese and other dairy foods. Back at school, they enjoyed local cheese curds and
apples during the “Apple Crunch” lunch, while fifth graders explored a local Walmart to spot
Dairy West signage highlighting local products. Students also completed farm-to-fridge puzzles,
met a calf and connected the dots between farms and their food.

Teaching kids where food comes from helps build curiosity, appreciation and healthy habits that
last a lifetime. Deena Benson, Dairy West's manager – business development, school
nutrition, shared, “We’re proud to give students the chance to see the farm-to-school process
in action — to meet the farmers, experience where their food comes from and celebrate the
goodness of local dairy.”

Learn more about this event by watching the highlight reel below. 
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Update on Milk Distribution at High School State Tournaments

Dairy West remains firmly committed to supporting high school athletics and fueling student-
athletes and fans with nutritious dairy. Our dairy-focused marketing presence continues strong
at all state tournaments.
 
We are experiencing pushback from select athletic venues regarding chocolate milk distribution.
As a result, chocolate milk will not be available at the University of Utah state football
tournament on Thursday, November 20, as originally planned. 
 
We’re actively exploring innovative ways to deliver new, engaging, dairy-focused experiences at
future tournaments and athletic events across the region.
 
Please contact Jaclyn St. John, Dairy West’s director – health promotions, with any questions.

Marketing

‘The Toast’ Campaign Celebrates Local Dairy During the
Holidays

This holiday season, Dairy West is running a regional campaign celebrating the role of local
dairy in family traditions. The Toast highlights the care and pride that go into producing the
foods we all enjoy during the holidays.

The video centers on a heartfelt toast—pairing scenes from the farm with moments of families
enjoying dairy around their tables. The campaign’s goal is to help Idaho and Utah moms feel
good about choosing local dairy, seeing it as a wholesome, meaningful part of their
celebrations.

A special thanks to TLK Dairy for participating and representing both Idaho and Utah farm
families in this production. Using one farm for both markets helps us create high-quality
content efficiently while showcasing a farm that reflects the shared values and practices of
producers across our region.
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The content is currently in production. Stay tuned for more updates or keep an eye on
Unbottled social channels throughout the season.

These photos were captured during filming at TLK Dairy.

First 1,000 Days Campaign: A Regional Collaboration

Throughout October, Dairy West, in partnership with Oregon and Washington,
ran a regional campaign focused on the importance of nutrition during the first
1,000 days of life—from pregnancy through a child’s second birthday. This
time is one of the most influential periods for brain development, growth and
long-term health.

This campaign shared how dairy foods can be smart, affordable nutrition
solutions for families. Placements ran across YouTube, streaming, Facebook
and Instagram to reach mothers.

This marked the first conjoined campaign across all four states, signifying an
exciting milestone in aligning strategies and sharing resources to reach more
consumers efficiently.

On Social

Congratulations to The
Creamery for being named
Utah Business of the Year.
This honor recognizes
businesses that go above and
beyond.

Feel like you're juggling it all?
Here's one thing off your list:
toss, stir and let the crockpot
handle dinner. Take it easy for
once with this simple white
chicken chili.

If you are like me, you know
that pumpkin spice is
essential for a fall evening.
This brown sugar pumpkin
spice cake is the ultimate cozy
dessert.

Mark Your Calendars

November | Retail Eggnog French Toast Promotion
November – December | Marketing 'The Toast' Campaign
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January 7-8 | Dairy Convention | Provo, Utah

Dairy West Farmer Resources

Farm Tour Materials

Visit the Dairy West website to request
educational material and swag to give during a
farm tour. ﻿To guarantee you will receive
materials in time, please request at least two
weeks prior to the event.
 

Farm Tour Materials

Farmer Portal 

Learn more about Dairy West's resources and
offerings by visiting the farmer portal on the
Dairy West website. 
 

Farmer Portal

Product Reimbursement

This program supports the community
engagement efforts of Idaho and Utah dairy
farm families by offering unlimited
reimbursement for on-farm tours and a $400
reimbursement per permit for dairy products
purchased for community events. Dairy West
reimburses dairy farmers in full for dairy
products given during on-farm tours.

To be reimbursed, please submit
itemized receipts through the Dairy West
website within 30 days of purchase. Be sure to
only include reimbursable dairy products on
your receipts.

If you have any questions about Dairy West's
product reimbursements, please contact Lacey
Papageorge. 

Product Reimbursement

National Dairy Industry Resources

DMI Website Podcast Episodes NMPF Website

IDFA Website MilkPEP Website USDEC Website

Dairy West | 743 North Touchmark Avenue, Meridian, ID 83642
 

Unsubscribe Manage preferences
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